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Official Newsletter of the MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre 
Volume 58 Issue 8

Next Meeting: Monthly 
Meeting-See Page 4 

 

Fellow Members; 

            I can’t believe it is August, it seems that time flies at an alarming rate, we are not ready to 
join the general public fully yet, so driving the “B” has been rather sporadic this year, however a 
couple of Saturdays ago the weather was perfect for LBC driving, we had such a great time, this 
is what it’s all about. I hope you are enjoying your cars as much as we do, happy motoring. 

             OF 

 

 August 2021 

Dues-If you’ve paid your 2020 dues you are all paid up for the year 2021.  If you’ve 
not yet paid your 2020 dues, please send them in and they will cover 2020 and 

2021.  

Britfest is Back! 
We’ll see you there!  See page 7 
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Meetings  
Monthly Meetings are back! 
Please watch future issues of 
Meshing Gears and your e-
mails for more  information, 
new listings and changes. 
 

2021 Meeting Dates 
Next in person meeting is 

August 24th at the VFW Hall.  
Please see the calendar on 
page 4 for more information. 

2020 OFFICERS & TRUSTEES    MEETINGS 

Meshing Gears is a publication of the MG Car Club Central 
Jersey Centre, a non-profit organization established in 1962,  
dedicated to promoting the enjoyment and preservation of MGs 
and all British sports cars. 

The MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre is an affiliate of the 
North American MGB Register, the American MGB Association, 
The North American MGA Register, The MG Owners Club, UK; 
and the MG Car Club, UK, founded in 1930 as the only factory 
approved organization for all Mg’s. 

Membership in the MG Car Club is open to all. Ownership of a 
MG is not a condition of membership.  

Annual dues are only $25.  If 
you’ve paid for 2020 you are 

paid for 2021.             
Benefits continue all year. 

Visit our new website: 
www.mgccnj.org 

 
ADDRESS: 

MG Car Club Central Jersey 
Centre 
PO Box 435 
Convent Station, NJ 07961 

President   
Steve 
Wagoner               

pres@mgccnj.org 

Vice President Ole Flandrup editor@mgccnj.org 

Treasurer 
Butch 
O’Connor 

 treas@mgccnj.org 

Secretary  
Rudy 
Bescherer  

secretary@mgccnj.org 

Trustees at Large                 Ed Orna  ejorna@verizon.net 

  Rob Alper  ralperads@gmail.com 

Trustee Emeritus  Karl Marx   

Advisor   

Britfest Chairman               
Charles 
Tregidgo       

britfest@mgccnj.org 

Event & Rally Coordinator               Bob Knecht drive@mgccnj.org 

Meeting Refreshments Steve Gastwirth   

Membership Chairlady      Mary Hayes    member@mgccnj.org 

Newsletter Editor         Ole Flandrup editor@mgccnj.org 

Regalia Chairman                Gary Perrault regalia@mgccnj.org 

Technical Advisor                Dave Collier                   dacollier1@yahoo.com 

Webmaster   Dick  Bettle webmaster@mgccnj.org 

2020 Member  
of the Year                             

James Van 
Genderen 

 

Have a contribution to our newsletter? 
Please send it by the 25th of the month to 
Ole Flandrup: olemgb@gmail.com or Rob 
Alper: ralper100@gmail.com. 
Publication is in the beginning of each 
month. 
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President’s Message 
Ramblings from your President 
Hi all,  It’s me again!  
    Well, we’re at it again!  Different time of 
year but the same old ‘Conga Line’, Yup this 
month will be our out of annual but out of 
sequence stuffing of the Britfest show 
packets.  This year I’m still hoping I may need 
one!  I still haven’t started my Midget yet.  All 
sorts of other things keep getting stuffed 
ahead of it, and then it rains!  Remember I’m 
working outside on my dirt (yeah I know that’s 
supposed to be paved by now) driveway, with 
almost no space one either side of it. 
 Remember this meeting will include a 
PIZZA PARTY!  This is a meeting not to miss. 
 It seems that the year is rapidly moving 
 on, our meeting attendance is slowly increasing  (maybe people just came last 
month to hear my wife Linda give her first hand explanation of how she 
became an MG, well maybe more accurately a British car, widow).   
     Our September meeting will again be our annual Oktober Fest. 
I hope that you are all being careful not to get the latest strain of the Covid.  
We need our members, and our community safe if we are not to incur another 
lock down.  Things are starting to get a little strange again.  I don’t want to 
see any of our members or their families get sick.  We also don’t need to have 
our driving season shortened due to more lock downs. 
You all be safe and I’ll see you on the ‘Conga Line’! 
 
Steve 
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MG CAR CLUB 2021 CALENDAR 

TO OUR READERS 

 Britfest is back.  We’re excited about it.  After a year of no car events, we’re thrilled to announce  
Britfest.  Other events are being planned.  See Club Notes on page 6. 

 I owned an MGB and I currently own a Honda S2000, the best of both worlds.  See the story “B is 
for Beauty, B is for Beast” starting on page 26 for the perfect combination of two fine automobiles. 

 I hope to see everyone at our club meeting on Aug 24. and at Britfest.                            Rob 

Please check the calendar in future issues of Meshing Gears and the 
monthly e-Blasts for new events and date changes. 

August 24, 
2021 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 

 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
 

September 18, 
2021 

 

9:00 am to 3:00 
pm 

Britfest-Horseshoe Lake, Succasunna, NJ  
See Page 7 for details 

 

September 28, 
2021 

 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 

  

 Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3501 
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
Ocktoberfest 

 

October 26, 
2021 

 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 

  

 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
 

November 23, 
2021 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 

  

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

December 21, 
2021 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 
 Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

January 25, 
2021 

 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 

 

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 

February 22, 
2022 

Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401 

45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
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MG Car Club Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Minutes for July 2021 
Steve opened the meeting at 1945 hours. 

 He was asked and stated that his Midget was not running yet, but would be shortly. 

 He got a email from Rich Miller that on 9 & 10 October at Rhineback Aerodrome would be a good time for a tour of the   

    museum. Group discounts are available, minimum number is unknown at this time. 

Steve G. had some information about the Prey Museum in Bedford NY. Steve will get more information on it and a possible  

     October date for a trip to it for next month. 

Butch reported that we are a little lite and to spend what we need to not what we would like. 

Bob Knecht - Got oil filters from Rock Auto at a good price, problem is that you have to order 14, anyone interested see in the f           
 filters should see him.  

Speakers 

Linda W. told us " Why am I Here"  

             Problem is that Steve's parents rent a apartment over a garage that is why he is like it now. He has brought home/                 
 bought about 35 cars to date. Cringes when she hears Free or For Sale when Steve is on the phone. 

             Bottom line is she's here because of the comradery among our members, when help is needed, there are members               
 willing to assist..   

Glen,  His topic, MG's and the Motor Pool. 

            Bought his first MG at 17  and worked on it with liquid refreshments ( 24 in a case) . 

           Started out in a chemical unit in the army but once in Viet Nam and found out he had motor vehicle repair abilities 

  ( Since have MG'S) ended in the motor pool. Provided some interesting antidote of his time in the motor pool. 

 Next month we're doing the Conga Line for Britfest. 
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Club Notes 

MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre 
 

Join us at our Pre-Britfest General Meeting on August 24. 

 

Come help us get ready for Britfest.  We’ll have the “Conga Line” as always to 
fill the envelopes for the participants.  Pizza will be served!  It’s a fun evening and a 
good way to get ready for Britfest. 

The meeting will be at the VFW Hall #3401, 45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ 
as always.  7:30 pm.  We hope to see you there! 

 

And, don’t forget, Britfest is finally back.  Save the date.  Britfest will be held at 
Horseshoe Lake, Succasunna, NJ on September 18th from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Lots 
of British cars, a food truck and lots of fun.  After a year of lockdown it’ll be good to 
see all the cars and everyone again. 

 
 

Steve G is putting together a group event for the members of the Club.  We have two 
choices, 1) a visit to the Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome for the air shows from 2-4 pm 
through mid October or 2) a visit to the British Car Show and museum on October 9 & 
10.  The museum is open from from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.  The cost for seniors is 
$8.00 which covers both events.  You can visit the website for this at 
www.oldrhinebeck.org . 

 

Steve needs to know how many people are interested, how many would 
participate and the preferred dates.  Please send Steve an e-mail at 
stevegastwirth@aol.com and let him know what you think about this and any other 
ideas you might have for a group event. 

 

 

There are many activities and events being planned.  Please watch future editions of  Meshing Gears, the 
monthly e-Mail blasts and other information coming from the club. 
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     Britfestsm2021 

$20 

When 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 
Preregistration before 8/15/21: $20 
After 8/15/21 and at the gate: $25 
Spectator Admission: $3 
Children under 12 FREE 

 

Celebrating the Jaguar E-Type 

Door Prizes-Vendors 

Ole Flandrup 
4 5th Ave. 
Linden, NJ 07036 
908.925.9741 
 
Charles Tregidgo 
12-68 Fourth Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
201.791.6675 
tregidgolaw@gmail.com 
 

Register Online at: 

http://my.cheddarup.com/c/britfest 
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Britfest 2021smEntry 

Car Pre Registration (closes 8/15/21): $20-After 8/15/21 and at the Gate: $25 

Register Online at: 

http://my.cheddarup.com/c/britfest 
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Register Online at: 

http://my.cheddarup.com/c/britfest 

BRITFESTsm 2021 CAR 
CLASSES and SPECIAL 

AWARD TROPHIES 
 

 Austin Healey 100, 100-6 and 3000 

 Austin Healey Sprite / MG Midget (combined class) 

 Featured Classes (3):  Jaguar E-Type Series I (1961-1967) 

   Jaguar E-Type Series II (1968-1970)  

   Jaguar E-Type Series III (1971-1974)   

Jaguar Pre-war cars, XK 120, 140,150, C and D sports cars (1935-1960) 

Jaguar Saloons, Pre-war, Mark I-X, XJ6, 8, 12, and S-Type (1935-2021) 

Jaguar Modern XJS,XK8,XK,XF, XE, F-Type, E & F-Pace (1975-2021) 

Lotus 

MG T Series 

MGA 

MGB & MGC (Chrome Bumper) 

MGB GT & MGC GT 

MGB (Rubber Bumper) 

Mini 1959 to 2000 

MINI 2001 to Present 

Morgan 

Other Saloons 

Other Sports 

Triumph TR2, 3, 4, 4A & 250 

Triumph TR6 

Triumph TR7, 8, Stag, GT6, Spitfire & Others 

Special Awards (4): President’s Award 

People’s Choice Award 

Best of Featured Classes 

Best in Show 
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MG CAR CLUB CENTRAL JERSEY CENTRE 

P.O. Box 435, Convent Station, New Jersey 07961 

                         Register online at www.MGCCNJ.org or at http://my.cheddarup.com/c/britfest  

TROPHY SPONSORSHIP FOR BRITFESTSM 2021 

 

Company Name/Address:           

 

              

 

Contact Person:            

 

Telephone:____________________     Email address:___________________________________ 

 

Number of Classes/Special Award Trophies @ $100 each: __________________________  

 

Trophy Car Class Preference   (Complete with the names of 3 classes on the attached list) 

 

      (a)                

 

         (b)_______________________________________________________       

          

         (c)_______________________________________________________ 

 

Special Award Trophies        (Indicate your choice(s) by placing an X next to the award) 

 

    (a) President’s Award   _______         (b) People’s Choice Award _________ 

 

     (c) Best of Featured Class Award ______     (d) Best in Show Award ___________     

 

If you have any questions about trophy sponsorship, please call or email either Charlie Tregidgo at 201-791-6675
(tregidgolaw@gmail.com) or Ole Flandrup at 908-925-9741(olemgb@gmail.com).  

 
 Once completed, please sign below and mail the form and your check (payable to MG Car Club CJC) to: 

Charles Tregidgo  

12-68 Fourth Street 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 

I hereby release the MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre, Inc. from any liability as a result of my participation in this 
event. 

 
Signature ________________________________ Date_________________________________ 
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MG CAR CLUB CENTRAL JERSEY CENTRE 

P.O. Box 435, Convent Station, New Jersey 07961 

                                                      www.MGCCNJ.org                         

Britfestsm Returns! 
Dear British Car Enthusiast/Vendor: 

I am the chairman of the MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre Britfestsm 2021 planning committee. The show is for 
British saloons and sports cars, motorcycles and other vehicles and will be held on Saturday, September 18, 
2021 at Horseshoe Lake Park, Succasunna, N.J.  Britfestsm is a show for  British cars, motorcycles shows and 
vehicles of any kind completely or partially manufactured in England.  With the exception of 2020, the show has 
been held annually since 1992.  This year’s Featured Class will be the Jaguar E-Type series, introduced in 
1961. 

The show is very popular with British car and motorcycle enthusiasts and attracts up to 250 vehicles and 800 
spectators annually.  Judging is a popular vote event, with trophies awarded in more than 20 classes, together 
with additional trophies for the People’s Choice Award, President’s Award, Best of Featured Class and Best in 
Show.  Dash plaques are given to the first 100 entries.  There will also be automobilia and parts vendors and door 
prizes.  You can pre-register for this year’s show online at the club’s website, (www.MGCCNJ.org) or at http://
my.cheddarup.com/c/britfest.  If you register by August 15, you save $5.00 off the cost of registration.  

 
Trophy Sponsorship 

 
The club is also offering you, your business or organization an opportunity to participate as a sponsor of the 
trophies awarded to the class winners at a cost of only $100 per class.  This is an excellent means to advertise 
your products or business to hundreds of spectators, car show participants and vendors.  We offer the following to 
all sponsors: 

Sponsor’s names will be contained in advertising for the show, on brochures distributed at the 
show and on the club’s web site mentioned above and in club’s monthly newsletter.    

Sponsor’s advertising materials will be included in the registration packages for each car show 
participant.  We prepare 200 registration packages and will need your materials on or before 
August 20, 2021. 

Your company’s name will be announced at the trophy awards.  The club will also include your 
business card or advertising material in the monthly newsletter until the following year’s show. If 
you have a company banner, the club can arrange to display it at the show.  If you wish to take a 
more active part in the show, you may set up a display or table at the show as well. 

 

To register your British car, motorcycle or other vehicle, participate as vendor or to sponsor a trophy class, please 
register and pay online as mentioned above or complete the appropriate form(s) and return same to me with your 
check.   Checks should be made payable to “MG Car Club CJC” and mailed to me at 12-68 Fourth Street, 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410.  If you are sponsoring a trophy, please also indicate three choices for class sponsorship, 
which will be determined on first come, first serve basis.  The registration form for the show, a list of classes of 
vehicles and the trophy sponsor form can be found online at www.MGCCNJ.org. 

 
If you have any questions regarding trophy sponsorship, please call/email either Charlie Tregidgo at 201-791-
6675 (tregidgolaw@gmail.com) or Ole Flandrup at 908-925-9741 (olemgb@gmail.com). 

 
         Very truly yours, 

 
                   Charlie Tregidgo  
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NAMGAR Atlantic City 
By Dave Collier 

MG2021 was one of the 5 year events that combined the registers 
for the prewar, T, A, B, and Cs. Started in 1996, there have always 
been in excess of 800 cars and as much as 1300 at these combined 
meets, but this time less than 325 cars were registered. The location 
was Harrah's, which is somewhat isolated from the town, and not 
really within walking distance of the boardwalk. That was both good 
and bad. Being isolated meant a drive to go anywhere, but also 
meant the homeless and locals were not present either. That had 
been a concern given Atlantic City's reputation. However, Harrah's 
did a very good job at keeping the cars secure. We had the second 
deck of the employee parking garage reserved for us. That also 
meant free parking. COVID had limited thestaff needs at the hotel. 
Normally they would need that parking for the usual staff volume. In 
many of the on site events we talked to staff that said this was their 

first week back to work. 

This was the first event where 
there was one host hotel for 

for all 5 registers. They had reserved the room block before COVID, 
so they were expecting to be able to take over 1000 rooms for us. 
Since the hotel was a bit light in capacity, many of the restaurants 
were alternating the days they were open, limiting options without a 
drive. 

The tech sessions ran all day the first 2 days, and I attended as 
many as I could, but there were always 2 in a time slot, so decisions 
always had to be made. Rob Medyinski conducted a very informative 
one on distributors. John Twist ran a non-stop rolling techsession 
from 9 to 3 fixing issues, and worked on Steve Gastworth's MG a bit 

helping himwith timing. Other 
than my 67 GT, that was the 
only other club members MG 
in attendance. Other tech 

sessions that were most interesting was one walking through some 
key MGs that were present that had significance, another on the 
prewar airline coupes with one of the 7 NAs made in mid restoration 
which was quite interesting. I was also interested in one on 3D 
printing MG parts. So far the process is slow and not as refined as it 
needs to be for production use of limited volume parts, but progress 
is marching on quickly. Many MG parts made by 3-d printing were 
available for purchase....mostly small bits that aren't otherwise 
made, like seat hinge covers for late cars, and the cover for the 
screws on the interior mirrors for late MGBs, and parts that are 
modifications like bits that will hold the GT rear window open at 
speed and similar concept for the front vent windows to blast the air 
straight at you. Craig Wolfgang signed up for the event just to go to 
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NAMGAR Atlantic City (Cont’d) 
the tech sessions and especially the one on the 
modern wiring harness option he had just purchased 
and was awaiting delivery for his '71B. 

While there were a number of drives prepared, they 
were not organized as a tour. We passed on those, as 
well as the trips to local historical locations and the 
Simeon museum which we have been to a number of 
times. Everyone needs to get there at least 
once...preferably on a day they take out the MG K3 for 
a run, which is publicized in advance on their web site. 
Most of the cars are regularly exercised on the back 
lot, and often aggressively so you can hear them well. 

The car show was at the local 4H fairgrounds about 
18 miles west of the hotel. Many areas of shade 
were available. A nice location that worked well for 
the volume of cars we had, but probably not the 
volume originally expected. We heard this was the 
3rd attempt to find a location as the new mayor 
wouldn't allow the approved plan for boardwalk 
display, and then COVID caused the second place 
to vanish. Mary Hayes drove down in a Toyota for 
the car show, and enjoyed the day. 

The awards at large events like this can be very 
lengthy, but this time a great solution was found. A 
pre-award event for each register on their own for 

second and third place, and the actual awards 
banquet only covered first place in each class and 
the special awards. The evening was over not long 
after 9:00, which was great improvement on past 
ones. At the awards banquet, Steve Gastworth, 
Kathy, and I were joined by Serge Martinovych 
who was a past member of the club, now 
associated with the closer positive earth club. We 
also saw other past members of MGCC-CJC at the 
event, Pete Cosmides, Paul and Barbara Flexner, 
who passed their greetings on the club. 

Kathy and I drove through the pine barrens on 
paved roads, and encountered very little traffic for 
most of the drive. We managed to almost stay off 
the highways on the way down, missing one turn 

and ending up on the parkway for 8 miles, and were completelysuccessful staying off any highway on the 
way back. The drives both ways were mostenjoyable. No rain and not much heat or humidity helped. 

Next year the NAMGBR convention will be in Peterborough Ontario, which was the site location for the first 
NAMGBR convention 30 years ago. 
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NAMGAR Atlantic City (Cont’d) 

Special thanks to Dave C for the story and photos. 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth (Cont’d) 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth (Cont’d) 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth (Cont’d) 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth (Cont’d) 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth (Cont’d) 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth (Cont’d) 
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The Ad That Fell To Earth (Cont’d) 
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Auto Tax  

Avoidable Contact #112: Uncle Sam prepares 
to pick your pocket, and you’ll let him do it 
Jack Baruth 
04 August 2021 

Avoidable Contact #112: Uncle Sam 
prepares to pick your pocket, and you’ll let 

him do it 
Jack Baruth 
04 August 2021 

 Patrick Bedard is known to be many things: club racer, IndyCar cup-of-coffee crash survivor, Hagerty 
contributor—but relatively few of us remember his tireless advocacy for motorists of all types, not just the 
ones who know the difference between an F355 and an F-350. In particular, Patrick liked to point out that the 
American motorist, as a class of  human being, has long been considered to be a source of almost limitless 
revenue by both government and corporations. 
The taxes and fees paid by the average motorist are so numerous and wide-ranging that it’s impossible to list 
them all. Start with the big hitters: every new car arrives at the showroom having been taxed at several points 
in its creation, transportation, and delivery. Many states like to wet their beak by requiring initial inspections 
of new cars. Most of them charge a full sales tax rate on the purchase price of the car, which is faintly 
ridiculous since it’s the second-largest purchase most people make—unless they are of the younger 
generations who will never be able to afford a single-family home, in which case it’s their largest purchase. 
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Auto Tax (Cont’d) 
The states charge to register the car, to inspect the car, to “smog” the car. 
 Having paid thousands of dollars for the privilege of buying and operating a car, the motorist must 
then put fuel in it, at a tax rate of between 31 and 82 cents per gallon depending on the state. If the car is 
electric, the buyer has to pay a state-licensed monopoly for the power, which is also taxed. What do you get 
for your 82 cents a mile? Not much. If you want to drive on a decent freeway, most states will charge you a 
toll for the privilege. You’re required in every state to purchase insurance; I personally think you’d have to be 
an exceptionally stupid person to drive without insurance, but state-mandated coverage is, as Bedard once 
said, “shooting fish in a barrel” for the companies that provide it. 
All of this taxation is, to use a fancy political-policy phrase, regressive, which is to say that it falls hardest on 
the people who can least afford it. The total annual tax burden on my 2018 Lincoln MKT is about the same as 
the total annual tax burden on that 1996 Taurus blue-smoking its way between an apartment, a daycare center, 
and a fast-food job; it’s also about the same as what one of my friends pays on his LaFerrari, which gets 
similar gasoline mileage in daily use to the MKT. In almost any other situation, this kind of regressive tax 
strategy would have “The Squad” et al. screaming from the rooftops about the unfairness of it all—but here’s 
the catch: motorists, as a group, tend to be a suburban and rural bunch. Most of the policy in this country 
appears, to my ignorant eyes at least, to be written around the needs and desires of someone living on the 
Upper West Side. 
Best of all for the people who make these policies, the motorist never votes as a motorist, something else 
Bedard noted long ago. Most people don’t remember that one of the original purposes of the AAA was to 
protect drivers against taxation, selective enforcement, punitive legislation, that sort of thing; it was like the 
NRA of cars. There was once a time when you could lose votes by preying on what L.J.K. Setright called 
“T.C. Mits: The Celebrated Man in the street.” Such is no longer the case. When was the last time you voted 
for someone based on how they treated the motorist? Was it Reagan, because he appeared willing to roll back 
the “double-nickel”? Or was it never? 
Our current Presidential administration may be good or bad; that’s not for me to say in these electronic pages. 
What is not up for debate, however, is the unprecedented nature of its fiscal, monetary, and tax policies. All 
of this stuff is going to cost money. A lot of it. Where’s that money going to come from? Well, a lot of it will 
be printed, or borrowed, or invented out of thin air—but some of it will be taxed. 
Buried in the 511th page of the current infrastructure bill (hat tip to our tireless contributor Ronnie Schreiber 
for finding it) is the following text to create a per-mile taxation “pilot program”: 
 The objectives of the pilot program are— 
(A) to test the design, acceptance, implementation, and financial sustainability of a national motor vehicle per
-mile user fee; 
(B) to address the need for additional revenue for surface transportation infrastructure and a national motor 
vehicle per-mile user fee; and 
(C) to provide recommendations relating to the adoption and implementation of a national motor vehicle per-
mile user fee. 
How would the fee be assessed? Well, the pilot program will offer volunteers the following options: 
(A) Third-party on-board diagnostic (OBD-II) devices. 
(B) Smart phone applications. 
(C) Telemetric data collected by automakers. 
(D) Motor vehicle data obtained by car insurance companies. 
(E) Data from the States that received a grant under section 6020 of the FAST Act (23 U.S.C. 503 note; 
Public Law 114–94) (as in effect on the day before the date of enactment of this Act). 
(F) Motor vehicle data obtained from fueling stations. 
(G) Any other method that the Secretary considers appropriate. 
Now, it should be noted that the results of the pilot program will be presented to the Biden Administration in 
three years, at which point the Administration will decide whether or not to implement said tax. Those of us 
who are married and who buy classic cars—probably a lot of you, I’d imagine—are familiar with this kind of 
strategy. “Oh, honey, I’m just going to wander over to that dealership with all the ’60s Corvettes and look 
around. I’m not actually going to buy one. I’m just taking a look at the market.” Believe it or not, after 
hearing this line your spouse is not surprised when you come home with a big-block ’66 convertible. 
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Auto Tax (Cont’d) 
Similarly, it seems highly unlikely that the Federal Government will go to the effort of developing a 
comprehensive per-mile tax strategy and just, you know, leave it in the showroom. Of course there will be a per-
mile tax. The states are looking at it as well; Pennsylvania is talking about replacing its gas tax with an eight-
cents-per-mile tax. Currently, PA charges 58 cents per gallon, so if you drive anything that gets better mileage 
than a ’76 Eldorado, congratulations! Your taxes just went up. 
Don’t be naïve or hopeful enough to think that the federal per-mile tax would actually replace today’s 18-cent 
federal gas tax, because that money has already been allocated and spent six ways to Sunday on things that have 
very little to do with roads or infrastructure. It would just be more icing on top of the federal tax cake. To make 
matters worse, this might be one of those taxes where the method of collection is more punitive than the actual 
molestation of your wallet. Every one of the methods listed in the infrastructure bill to actually calculate your 
per-mile tax would be remarkably disrespectful to your privacy. I can’t quite figure out which one of them is the 
worst of the bunch. Probably C), “telemetric data collected by automakers.” 
Nor should you bury your head in the sand and say, “This kind of thing will never make it through the 
legislature.” Let me explain something to you: this per-mile tax is a classic case of being able to vote money out 
of other people’s pockets. The City Mice among us will cheerfully back any tax that falls exclusively on 
Country Mice. Even the Suburban Mice will hold their noses and agree; they’re only commuting what, 500 
miles a month, on average? Eight cents a mile, that’s 40 bucks. Who cares? 
 As for me and my house, however, we will fight this one a bit. In the past three months, I’ve driven 
almost 11,000 miles with my son, visiting bike parks from New Hampshire to New Mexico and parts between. 
We’d be looking at maybe $1500 in combined per-mile charges on a federal and (projected) state level, over 
and above everything else. We’re not alone out there; tonight we are in Fraser, Colorado, and I see license 
plates from Tennessee to California on the town’s streets. 
Will my opposition matter? Not one bit. Very few people will change their vote based on a per-mile tax. Most 
of the Country Mice are already voting against this administration for other reasons; many of the City Mice 
view anything that hurts Country Mice as a public and social good, so they’d be fine if the per-mile tax were 80 
cents a mile, or eight dollars, or one-eighth of a pint of blood. The only statistic that matters is this: Americans 
drive more than three trillion miles a year. At eight cents a mile, that’s $240 billion. Admittedly, the federal 
government runs a $200 billion deficit pretty much every month—but, to coin a phrase, $240 billion here and 
$240 billion there and pretty soon you’re talking real money. 
What can be done about this? I have no idea. Write your representative. Tell a pollster you don’t like it. Uh, vote 
harder or something like that. Or you could start thinking of yourself as a motorist in addition to being a 
Democrat or a Republican or a gun owner or a property owner or an agent of social change or whatever else 
you’ve adopted as a political identity. The concept of political motorist is a little dusty, when you open the barn 
door there’s a strong whiff of Model T about it. That doesn’t mean it’s not worth cranking over to see how it 
runs. I think Patrick Bedard would approve. 
 
  
Opinions expressed in this article are not necessarily those of the editors of Meshing Gears or the MG Car 
Club Central Jersey Centre.  This article from Hagerty is presented for informational purposes only. 
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B is for Beauty, B is for Beast 
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B is for Beauty, B is for Beast (Cont’d) 
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B is for Beauty, B is for Beast (Cont’d) 
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B is for Beauty, B is for Beast (Cont’d) 
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B is for Beauty, B is for Beast (Cont’d) 
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 MGs For Sale 

I have a 1970 MGB roadster for sale.  It hasn't run in 3 years.  it comes with 6 wire wheels 
and assorted other parts. I'm asking $1500. 

Gerry McCann mccanngw@gmail.com  

For Sale-1974 MGB– Chrome Bumper 

Needs complete brake job and bodywork 

Good glass-all gauges work-good dash 

$1,200 

Call Mark G at 973-584-5482 

E-mail gmarksworld@aol.com 
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 MGs For Sale (Cont’d) 

1952 MG-TD, Red, RHD 
Disassembled. Restoration began.  Extra Parts 

A great project car, to end up with a classic. 
Call Rob 973-998-1190  

All reasonable offers considered. 

1. Ceased engine block for MGC                                                           Free 

2. Rear Hatch for MGB/C                                                                       Free 

3. Glass for above hatch                                                                        Free 

4. 6 Jack stands(old pin type)                                                                 Free 

5. Dash board for 69 MGB/C                                                                  Free 

6. (4) 14 inch wire wheels/ with tires                                                       Free 

7. B/C factory hardtop rubber replaced Painted satin black                    $750 

8. Pair of MGB seats                                                                               $100/ pair 

Moving forces me to reduce my inventory on MG parts. 

You must pick up any items that you want.  

Gary Perrault 

973-626-0716 
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 MGs For Sale (Cont’d) 

1980 MGB for Sale in Philadelphia area 

43,000 miles and runs well.  The car has always been garaged. 

Original owner. 

$7,800. 

Contact Beth at beth100@comcast.net or 215-699-2044 

A set of wire wheels with tires, an axle, hubs, driveshaft etc. for an 
MGB for sale.  

Best Offer 

Contact njot33@juno.com 

Parts for Sale 
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From the Past 
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From the Past 
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25 Years Ago 
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25 Years Ago (Cont’d) 
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Nearby Car Events 

 Cars and Crumpets   
2021 Schedule 

GENTLEMEN START YOUR ENGINES 
And warm up your LBC’s to be ready to attend the fourth 

Year of CARS and CRUMPETS 
 

2021 SCHEDULE 
MAY 23rd - JUNE 13th and 27th 

JULY 11th and 25th -  AUGUST 8th and 22nd 
SEPTEMBER 5th and 19th - OCTOBER 3rd and 22nd 

 
9am to noon at the Dunkin Donuts 

246 Littleton Road 
Morris Plains, NJ 

For more information go to:  

NJBCC.ORG 



39 

Nearby Car Events 
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Nearby Car Events 
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Nearby Car Events 
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Nearby Car Events 
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Nearby Car Events 
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Nearby Car Events 
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Nearby Car Events 

St. Michaels  

Concours d’Elegance 

On Chesapeake Bay 
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Nearby Car Events 

St. Michaels  

Concours d’Elegance 

On Chesapeake Bay (Cont’d) 
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Nearby Car Events 
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST  SPONSORS 

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST  SPONSORS 

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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Matt O’Connor and Elizabeth Kamp  

THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST  SPONSORS 

New Jersey MGT Register  

Please patronize our sponsors.  They make our club work. 
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MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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CLUB NOTES 

Membership Changes & 
Corrections 

Keep your newsletter coming and your 
membership info up to date.  Please 
contact Mary Hayes with any changes at: 
member@mgccnj.org  

Green Table 
Every Monthly Meeting 

Bring it in / give it to a Member! 

It’s our way to recycle stuff related to our 
hobby and other good stuff you might have.   

Car items are always welcome, as well as 
other things that you don’t want or need that 
others could use.   

Just put your stuff on the Green Table where 
“Froggy” resides, and let others help 
themselves to your treasures. 

Share your unwanted stuff with your MG 
buddies!  Someone may treasure it! 

MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES END NOTES 

Don’t know who they are,  
but the cars are beautiful. 


